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PLEASE JOIN US
When we come together in Sun Valley for a magical four 

days, we share a love for literature, for learning, and 
for the particular connection that gifted authors share 
with avid readers. Our talented, award-winning writers 

command the majestic Sun Valley Pavilion stage and 
engage with us in freewheeling breakout conversations. 

Our donors are our partners and treasured friends 
whose support is vital to our success. Come and give 

yourself a lovely summer respite while we reflect on the 
world through a literary lens. We do this together.

Sun Valley Writers’ 
Conference  

2020  
SATURDAY, JULY 18 – TUESDAY, JULY 21

SUN VALLEY RESORT

I don’t use the word “inspiring” very often, but I found the 
entire conference experience wonderfully...Inspiring.

— Vendela Vida, SVWC 2019 Presenter
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020  Experience SVWC

It was nice to remember for a few days  
what thoughtfulness and intelligence and generosity  

of spirit–as well as the company of good people–
can do for the soul.  

— Alice McDermott, SVWC 2019 Presenter

Great conference–brilliant! An outstanding program in a 
place that is beautiful, friendly, and peaceful.  

— Suzanne Schweitzer, Los Angeles, CA

I have to say that the Sun Valley Writers’ Conference is 
the best writers’ conference I’ve ever been to… In short,  

I came home lit up.. 

— Barry Lopez, SVWC 2019  Presenter

This is the highlight of my summer.

— Louise Moats, Sun Valley, ID

Renew. Refuel. Reflect. Connect. Laugh. Imagine.
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020

We are proud to call the Sun Valley area home, working 
closely with other members of the community and 

collaborating with Wood River Valley schools, libraries,  
and nonprofit organizations. 

Thanks to your continued loyalty and support, we 
have been able to expand on those efforts and develop 

additional educational outreach initiatives, increase our 
community programming, and offer enhanced online 
content to a wider audience with the goal of making 

SVWC more accessible to all.

SVWC Outreach

SVWC Outreach in the 
Community and Beyond

SCHOOLS & SCHOLARSHIPS
EYE ON THE FUTURE PROJECT: We donate books to local high schools and 
libraries for spring/summer reading, offer three full student scholarships, and 
welcome students at a special author luncheon.

FALL SCHOOL SPEAKER: Cuban-American author Pablo Cartaya gave free 
presentations to students at Wood River Middle School and The Community Library.

FREE PAVILION TALKS & LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS: Local students, teachers, and 
librarians attend Pavilion talks and SVWC scholarships are awarded annually to 
The Community Library’s Executive Director and a local teacher.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
FREE LIBRARY TALK: This is our fifth year partnering with The Community 
Library to offer a free author talk each summer. 

FELLOWS PROGRAM: Two graduate students from Boise State University’s 
Creative Writing MFA department and two from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop are 
invited to attend SVWC.

BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY/SVWC BOOKSTORE: All profits from items sold at the 
Conference are donated back to the school’s Readers and Writers Scholarship 
Fund. Since 2016, this amount has totaled more than $67,000.

SPECIAL PROGRAMMING
FREE LAWN TALKS: The general public enjoys several afternoon/evening 
presentations, broadcast to the Pavilion lawn free of charge. 

SINGLE EVENT TICKETS: Wood River Valley residents are given priority for 
purchasing individual tickets to several Pavilion talks.

FREE DIGITAL CONTENT
NEW SVWC PODCAST: In partnership with LitHub, we launched Beyond the Page, 
a curated collection of some of our best content from the past 25 years. 

AUDIO TALKS: Pavilion presentations and breakout sessions are posted online 
after each conference for streaming or downloading.

VIDEO RECORDINGS: Special clips feature behind-the-scenes conversations with 
SVWC presenters and guests.
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020 2020 Writers & Presenters

ELLIOT ACKERMAN
Author & Journalist

LEA CARPENTER
Novelist & Screenwriter

GEOFF DYER
Novelist & Essayist

ISABEL ALLENDE 
Novelist

RITA DOVE
Poet & Essayist

JAMES GEARY
Editor & Journalist

2020
Writers & Presenters

“Juggles scholarship, humorous anecdote and critical insight 

with a diabolical, almost sinister dexterity.”

 —WASHINGTON POST

Please visit svwc.com to learn more about this 
preliminary list of presenters.
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020 2020 Writers & Presenters

PATRICK RADDEN KEEFE
Author & Staff Writer at The New Yorker

SUSAN ORLEAN
Author & Journalist

OCEAN VUONG
Poet & Novelist

TAYARI JONES 
Novelist & Professor

LAURA SECOR 
Author & Journalist

LAILA LALAMI
Novelist & Essayist

JIA TOLENTINO
Essayist & Staff Writer at The New Yorker

GEORGE PACKER
Journalist, Novelist & Playwright

TOBIAS WOLFF
Novelist & Memoirist

Photo Credits: Ackerman, Huger Foote; Allende, © Lori Barra; Carpenter, Huger Foote; Dove, Fred Viebahn; Dyer, 
Matt Stuart; Geary, © Maciek Nabrdalik; Jones, Nina Subin; Radden Keefe, © Ilene Squires; Lalami, April Rocha; 
Orlean, Noah Fecks; Packer, Michael Lionstar; Secor, Nina Subin; Tolentino, Elena Mudd; Vuong, Peter Bienkowski; 
Wolff, © Marion Ettlinger

ALSO JOINING US...

CRAIG FINN 
Musician & Songwriter 

ANDREW SEAN GREER 
Novelist & Pulitzer Prize Winner

ROGER MCNAMEE 
Technology Author & Musician

HEIDI SCHRECK
Playwright & Actress

T. J. STILES 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Biographer &  

National Book Award Winner
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference Benefit Program

We are grateful to the many donors whose generosity 
allows us to bring extraordinary presenters to the Sun 

Valley stage. Your gifts account for over 50% of our 
funding (with the remaining offset by pass sales).  

Thank you for your partnership.  

 

DONOR PRIORITY PRE-SALE  
November 2019 – January 31, 2020 

During this time, you are invited to make an early donation or pledge, 
guaranteeing you a place before passes go on sale in early February. 
Donors receive a variety of benefits such as pre-purchases, 
complimentary passes, and intimate time with the writers.  

PASSES GO ON SALE 
February 2020 

In early February, all remaining passes will be offered for sale online, 
first-come, first-served. They are likely to sell out very quickly. A Full 
Conference Pass costs $950 and includes all Pavilion events and 
breakout sessions, as well as breakfast and lunch.

SVWC LEGACY
If you are interested in preserving the future of the Conference, we 
invite you to remember SVWC with a legacy gift. And during the year, 
instead of flowers, consider honoring or remembering your loved 
one with a gift in their name to SVWC — we’ll be sure their name is 
included in our brochure tribute section.

Donor Benefit Program

BENEFACTORS 
 $20,000 and above 

A custom package designed to meet your special interests, including 
invitations to private dinners with writers, plus all the 

benefits listed below

PATRONS 
$12,000 and above

Four complimentary Conference passes

Opportunity to purchase four additional passes before January 31, 2020

A festive evening with writers during the Conference

Special custom gift

First choice of breakout sessions

MAJOR DONORS 
$6,000 and above

Two complimentary Conference passes 
Opportunity to purchase two additional passes before January 31, 2020

A special event with the writers 
First choice of breakout sessions

SPECIAL DONORS 
$3,000 and above

Opportunity to purchase two Conference passes before January 31, 2020 
(Please note the Special Donor level passes are only available during the 

Donor Priority Pre-sale ending January 31, 2020.)

Additionally the above donors receive:  
News, book reviews, alumni updates, new book announcements

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTORS 
up to $3,000

Passes may be purchased in the general sale in early February

Every gift is greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged  
with our thanks.
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020

Robert J. Abernethy
Michele and Timothy Barakett

Helen and Peter Bing
Campizondo Foundation

Laura Khouri and Michael K. Hayde
Heinz Family Foundation

Judy and Leon Jones
Stacey and Greg Renker

Bettina McAdoo and Gordon Russell
Debra and Mitchell Sonkin

Julie Ann Wrigley Foundation

Reva Tooley  
Founder

Gordon Russell
Founding Sponsor

Family of Donors

Meena and Liaquat Ahamed 
Kelly, Maxwell and Spencer Anderson

Richard C. Barker
Lynn A. Booth

Sarah and Tim Cavanaugh
James and Barbara Cimino Foundation

Joel  H. Cowan, Sr.
Quin and Peter Curran

Courtnay and Terry Daniels
Judi and Bryant Danner

Ann and Mark Edlen
The Charles Engelhard Foundation

Richard Grand Foundation
The Grove Creek Fund

Peggy and Sam Grossman
Carol and Len Harlig

Joan F. Lane 

PATRONS 
$12,000 and above

BENEFACTORS  
$20,000 and above

Joyce Hart and Kenneth Lewis
Mary Mott and Gordon Simmering

Merle and Peter Mullin
Esther and Skip Oppenheimer
Susan and Charles L. Sawyers

Marna and Rock Schnabel
Stephanie and Steve Shafran

Shirley and Ralph Shapiro
Gail and Robert Smelick

Carol M. Swig
Reva and Bill Tooley

The Ward Family
Lisa and Greg Wendt

Catherine and Tracy Wolstencroft
Buzz Woolley

Victoria Zoellner

Linda Rosenberg Ach and 
Andrew M. Ach

Sharon and Sam Allison 
Ann and Olin Barrett

Patty and Jimmy Barrier
Don J. Beasley, M.D.

Pam and John Beckert
Judy and Tom Beckmen
Shelley and Phil Belling

Frances and Ed Blair
The Bodhisattva Foundation

Debbe and Spike Booth
Carmela and David Bosko
Barbara W. Boswell and

Harold H. Robinson
Susan Brotman

Katie and Grey Bryan
Louise and John Bryson

Patricia and Forbes Burdette
Shannon and Pat Cahill

Daphne and Donald Campbell
Meredith and Doug Carnahan
Kathleen and Gerald Chamales

Penny and Tom Chase
Christensen Family Foundation

Sharon and Michael Custer
Maryanne and Dick Davis

Lillian and John Decker
The Dolan-Stoddard Family

Roz and Paul Donald
Diana Lady Dougan and 

J. Lynn Dougan
Adriel K. and R. Stephen Doyle

Naomi and Jim Ellison
Alex and John Engs 

Susan A. Engs
Bill Feldman

Katherine D. W. Findlay
Janet Nathanail and William Flanz

Damaris D. W. Ford
Laura L. Freedlander

Barbara Freeman and Daughters
Dr. Stefanie Fry

The Full Moon Foundation
Elaine and Arthur Gallun

Judy and Ernie Getto
Karen and Ned Gilhuly

Kathy Hull and Bill Gisvold

Nancy and Ross Goldstein
Audrey and Shaun Grady

Pam and Jay Green
Gardner Grout Foundation

Katherine and Joseph Hardiman
Ellen R. Harris
Geri Herbert

Jane and Carl Herrmann
Grace and Laurance Hoagland

Sandra and Charles Hobson
I’Lee and Tony Hooker

Beverly Tiffany and Patric Hooper
Cynthia and Blair Hull

Kathy and Sam Jadallah
Ela and Nikhil Jhaveri

Judy and Steaven Jones
Kay Hardy and Gregory Kaslo

Jan and Don Kline
Pamela and Bob Krupka

Andrea Laporte
Sheila and Tom Larsen 
Dana and Gregory Lee 

Marcia and Don Liebich 
Ellen and Mark Lipson 

Mary Kay and Lee McCollum 
Julie and Steve Meineke 

Kathleen and Rick Merrill 
The Judith and Marshall 
Meyer Foundation, Inc. 
Miller Kaplan Arase LLP 
Sandra and Lowell Mintz 

Morris Family Foundation 
Tim Mott

Christy and John Murchison 
Francine Forman Swain and

Robert Murdock
Linda and James Murphy

Lenore Neidorf
Jane and Tom Oliver

Sally and Marc Onetto
Cathryn and Victor Palmieri

Margo Peck
Virginia Sapp and William Pierpoint

Mary Powell 
Victoria and Gary Reed

Carlyn Ring
The Robert M. Rogers Foundation 

Vicky and David Rogers

MAJOR DONORS  — $6,000 and above

Donor List
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020 Donor List

MAJOR DONORS  continued

Margi Allison 
Barbara Andersen, M.D.

Mary Jane Armacost and Friends
Howard Banchik

Tom Bard
Diane and Mike Beemer

Chris Benter
Sheila Bhalla

Borman Family
Lisa and Perry Boyle 

Debbi Brainerd 
Tracy and Ted Bridges 

D. F. Brown 
Elaine Caplow
Nina Carroll

Lois and Grant Chappell 
Mary Ahern and John Chlebowski

Nancy Cameron and Grahame Clark 
Drs. Linda and James Clever 

Dr. Beth Sackler and 
Mr. Jeffrey Cohen 

Mary and Mike Colhoun
Mary F. Constant

Kat and Gregg Crawford
Cherie and Steven Crowe

Pamela W. and David C. Decker

Sandy and Kate Dodge
Mary Bachman and Bill Downing

Margaret and Charles Durnin
Jacque and Hal Eastman

Dr. Richard and Ruth Edelson
Kevin Cartwright and Steve Eimer

Alison Engel
Andrea and Brady Enright

Jacqueline Erdman
Charlotte and Robert Fauth

Linda McLoughlin Figel
Frannie Fleishhacker

Diana H. Frazier
Betsy and Mark Gates

The Gerlits Family Fund
Katie and Drew Gibson
Liz and Graeme Gilfillan
Sandy and Bill Goodglick

Christine Gordon
Jackie Gottlieb

Laurie Hall
Barbara and Tod Hamachek

Molly Hauser
Jackie and Peter Henning
Jeanne Herberger, Ph.D.

Peggy and Harvey Hinman

Lois Rosen
Nancy and Brad Rosenberg

Paula and Allan Rudnick 
Whitney and Lee Sachs

Ruth and James Shannon
Suzanne Saunders Shaw

Cay Fortune and John Shimer
Mary Tydings and J. T. Smith
Richard Smooke and Family

Leslie and Charles Snorf
Helen and Richard Spalding

Antoinette Delruelle and 
Joshua L. Steiner

Julie and Peter Stott
Marilyn and Tom Sutton
Roselyne Chroman Swig

Susan Swig 
Nelson S. Talbott Foundation,

through the courtesy of 
Strobe Talbott and Barbara Ascher

SPECIAL DONORS — $3,000 and above

Denise McCain-Tharnstrom and 
Charles Tharnstrom

Molly McCormick Thornton
Marjorie and Barry Traub

Mary Lu Tuthill
Sharon Twigg-Smith

Kathryn Urban
Van Hoomissen Family

Jane VanBremen
Jeannie and Peter Vaughn

Nancy and Joe Verska
Diana and Mallory Walker
Karla and Gary Waterman

Gloria and Norman Wegbreit
Jeanne and Jim Welch

Jerrie Whitfield and Richard Motika
Douglas Whitman
Jennifer Wilson

Priscilla and Ward Woods
Cheryl and Peter Ziegler

Christy and Chuck Holloway
Robin and Robert Holman
Jameen and Jon Jacoby

Elinor and Ross Jannotta
Allison and Peter Janss

Mrs. Tracy Johnson
Judy and Kam Kamerschen

JoAnne and Alan Kane
Heidi Schulman and Mickey Kantor

Liz and Tom Kaplan
Mardi Kildebeck

Susan and Doug Kranwinkle
Leslie and Michael Lanahan

Jeanne and Bill Landreth
Connie and Speed Leas
Ginger and Doug Levick

Irv and Trudy Littman Fund in the Idaho 
Community Foundation

Elise B. Lufkin
Elizabeth Lufkin

Evelyn Lyon
Gina MacArthur

Leslie and Jon Maksik
Dinah and Robert McCall
Kay and Chip McIntosh

Margot and Mitch Milias
John M. Millar

Patricia Millington
Joy and Tom Mistele

Louisa Moats
Fan and Jim Moberg

Don Pattison
Dr. Steve and Marylyn Pauley

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTORS — up to $3,000

Wendy and Alan Pesky
Patsy and William Pinney

Connie and Jim Pollak
Mrs. David L. Pratt

Linda and Ross Prujan
Diane Quinn and Carol Newman 

Eileen and Tom Raney
Viki and Al Rankin

Joyce Rey
Paula Reynolds

Beverley Robertson
Pamela Robinson

David Rognlien
Diane and Sol Rosenthal

Mary Fellows and John Russell
Marcia and Dick Schulman

Eileen and Kevin Shields
Bonnie Thibodo

Penny and Ted Thomas
Dookie and Bill Tingue

Kathinka Tunney
Sally and Roger D. Turner

Mary Lynn and Rusty Turner
Nancy Crandall and Steve Wall

Julia and Jeffrey Ward
Holly and Lynn Webster

Barbara A. Weiner
Seth Weingarten

Lisa and Dave Whorton
Carol Dubron-Witlin and Steven Witlin

Jane Woolley
Lark and Gary Young

Robbie and David Zeidberg

Janet and Charles Bates
Jane Bennett

Lynn Beyer
Maureen and John Bitoff
Louise and John Brinsley

Anne and Terry Carter
Suzy Casey

Diane Chapman
Cheri and Chuck Cusumano

Dana Dirickson
Tom Ellison
Lori Ferrer

Ruth and Les Finkelstein
Julie Firestone

Stephen E. Follansbee
Jane Gammill

Sandy and Robert Gannan
Susan Ganz

Roslyn and Abner Goldstine
Connie Grabow

Roberta and Thomas Heinrich
Jill Bowman and Bob Ivey

Laura Rose-Lewis and Scott Lewis
Linda and Ralph Linsalata

SPECIAL DONORS  continued
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020 Donors List

Listed donations were received between August 1, 2018 and October 1, 2019. Donations 
received after October 1, 2019 will be recognized in the 2020 Conference brochure.

Carolyn and John Lloyd
Patricia and Dick Lowry

Evelyn Lyon
Lynne and Paul MacKenzie

Flora Mason
Jeanne McKay
Sally Morbeck
Reed Mulkey
Judy Murphy

Marcelle and Ridley Pearson
Susan and Scott Puritz

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTORS continued

LEGACY GIFTS

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

ANONYMOUS DONATIONS

TRIBUTE DONATIONS

Diana and Richard Shore
Philip Starr

Janice and Peter Steil
Alice and Gary Stern

Judy Sweeney
Virginia Renker and Henry Tarke

Taylor and Mark Ullman
Andrea Van de Kamp
Penny and Dick Weiss
Mary and Don Wurtz

Jane and James Coughlin

In honor of Helen and Peter Bing by Drs. Linda and James Clever 
In honor of Kathleen Brown by Armstrong Family Fund

In honor of Robin Eidsmo by Jan and Chip Bates 
In honor of Georgiana Evans by Mardi Kildebeck

In honor of Katherine Findlay by Evelyn Lyon
In honor of Kathleen and Charles Foley by Susan and Charles L. Sawyers

In honor of Dr. Stephen and Ann Snyder by Kathleen and Rick Merrill
In honor of Roselyne and Susan Swig by Patricia S. Dinner

In honor of Bill Tooley by an Anonymous Donor

In memory of John Herbert by Geri Herbert 
In memory of Gordie Bailey by Leslie and Michael Lanahan

We also want to acknowledge and thank those donors who wish 
to remain Anonymous.

FEATURING NEARLY 500 ACCOMPLISHED PRESENTERS

50 Pulitzer Prize Winners
22 National Book Award Winners

6 Mann Booker Prize Winners 

Poets, Playwrights, Memoirists, Musicians, Novelists, 
Journalists, and More…  

25 Years of Looking 
at the World through  

a Literary Lens
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Sun Valley Writers’ Conference 2020

351 Leadville Avenue North
Galleria Building, 2nd Floor, Ketchum 

Post Office Box 957
Ketchum, Idaho 83340

SVWC is a 501(c)(3) Idaho nonprofit corporation
Cover Art: Joana Dokova courtesy Saatchi Art

Photography:  Nils Ribi, Ed Forman & Kirsten Shultz

GENERAL INFORMATION 
T: 208.726.5454  |  E: info@svwc.com

DONOR INFORMATION
T: 208.727.7024  |  E: donors@svwc.com


